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. land, Switzy ate not molefted with civil War, Strife or 
Sedition, like Germany, France, Spain and England ; yet 
will men have a Commonwealth to be a confukon, What 


I 1s ovious and apparent unto ſenſe, That Vexice , Hot-, 


_ confuons- we have had in Exglazd, while the. Norman Linz 


(trove for ablolute power , while the Barons (irÞve for anci- 
ent Liberty, while the Houſes of York, and Lancaſter firove 
for Royal Dignicy ; and halt of all , during theſe eighreen 
_ in the Wars that have been berween the King and the 

cople, in the difference of Judgment both concerning Re- 
I'sion and Government , and under the perfidious yoke of 
the late Tyranny » is known. Ar the apparition , or bur 
name.of a Commonwealth, andbefore any ſuch Orders are 
introduced, or perhaps truly underſtood, all men, or the moſt 
of them) are upon a ſuddam agreed that there be a good and 
perfe&t Fuxation-of the Army unto the Old Cauſe ; and thar 
the remnant of the Long Parliament be afſembled : ſowe 
have this for a taſt or reliſh of a Commonwealth, that of the 
eizhteen » the preſent year is already the moſt unanimous. 
Nor can this be actribured unts. Chance g ſecing the wit of 
man, pur caſe conſidered, cord not, I think, have invented 
a more natural and neceſſary way of launching into the 
Ocders of a Commonwealth , then firſt by Fixation of the 
Army o , as no Council enſuing may have- any ambirious 
party on Which to ſet up : and then to aſſemble thar'Coun- 
cil w'1ich hath given teſtimony. of it ſelf, ro have been the 
molt popularly addited. By theſe it is no leſs then demon- 


[irated» that the Army is faithful > and the people ( for che 
A moſt 
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moſt a&ive part of themwhich in like caſes cometh to more 
' thenallthe reſt) is wiſe. -Be'1t granted, that the far greater 
parþ of then Libertates dn /ceame nondum expefta ) would 
force us yargrhe continganon of Menarchy, if they could, 
this is.tbe old temper 6% a p2ople in like cafes : thus che R6- 
, mans, upon the death of Romnulns , forced the Senate, -who 
would have introcuced a Common veialeth, to elect Nums 
wit' the ſucceeding Kings ; and could. nor be brought unto 
the abolitibn of Monarc.iy » til it was rtpofed upon them 
by Brut toabjure it. Neverthelels , tis people having 
once ruled of liberty » were of all others che moit conſtanr 
Aſſertors of the ſame. - It cauſerh with the belt Politicians 
«deſpair » and, as it were a kinde of treating themſelves, thar 
the people » even where Monatehy 1s appatently unpracti» 
cable, and they have no way but a Commonwealth or confu- 
fons hold their ancient Laws and Cuttoms unalrerable, and 
perſecute ſuch as adviſe the neceflary change of them , how 
plainly ſoever demonſtrared,as Authors of Innovation, with 
hatred, if not in tunulr and with violence » as Wien Lycur- 
ywwinalike aſſault lofſtone of his eyes, Here is 
the diſcouragement; the Many through diverhiry 
of Opinions , want of reach into the principles 
of Government,and unacquaintance With the'good that may 
by this means be acquired , are never tobe agreed in the in- 
troduction of anew forin : bur therthere 1s allo this conſo- 
lation , that the many upon introduction of a new form, co- 
mig once to feel the goody and tall the ſveer of it, will ne- 
ver agree to abandonit,' This 15 all the comforrthat Polt- 
tictans, in like cales, have been able to give themſelves upon 
conhderation of the nature of tie people in gefteral. Burif 
we con{ider the nature of the people of England, Iam much 
deceived, or the conſolation of knowing men, and good Pa- 
triots ,. may yet be far greater. For though the people of 
England may be twenty ro one for Monarchy , they are but 
' deceived by the name, leeing they having of hace years been 
more arbitrarily governed then formerly, defire no more un- 
der this name; in the truth of their meaning » then not to be 


at the will of men,but return unto the Government of _ 
Or 
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for the late Monarchy being rightly conſidered » was indeed 
no more then an uncqual Commonwealth ; onzly here” is 
the faulr of all unzquil Commonwealths, they pretend co 
be Governments of Laws, and at the (me rime defer unto 
ſone one,' or fey men, ſuch power, prerogati\eand prehe« 
minence, as may in: 2de and oppre(s Laws ; which fault yas 
the caule of perperual feud, or at leatt jealouiie berween our 
Kings and our Parliaments, Bur chere is in relation unto the 
people of Englana, yet? g:eater encourrgefnent unto Com- 
monwealchs-men : tor chuugh 1t we look upon the true cauſe 
of popular Govern'nent , the balance hath bzen-many years 
in turning » yet lince it came t5 be 10 perceieable'as ro cauſe 
any. mention of a Commonwe lth , 1t- is tut a ſhort time, 
Should we go [0 fat as ro co:pure it fron the beginning of 
the late V Var, it exceccieth nor eighteen years, in Which the 
eyes and affetions of the people are ſo wonderfully opened 
and extended , that I donot think there are fewer then fifty 
thouſand of the more active -and knowTng that drive vigo- 
rouſly at a Commonwealth;while the relt are not onely calm 
and paſſive, but mature for any good impfeſſion without dan» 
ver , Or indeed appearance of any V Var or Tumult that can 
enſue upon the introduction of a new form : noris there 
the lealt improbability chat an equal Commonwealth may 
be received with embraces,ſceing a Tyranny came nor onely 
ingbut was ſupported withour blood, Bur if people for the ex- 
renc of their Territory, and for their bulk or number ſo great 
as this of Eng/and, ſhould fall (to rake a larger compaſs then 
I hope we ſhall need) within the ſpace of thirty years out 
of Monarchy, to which they have ever been accultomedzints 
a Commonwealth of which they have had no experience nor 
knowledge » and thar ( except in the ruine of Monarchy 
which how infirm ſoever,uſert not to expire otherwile)wirth«* 
out rapine, V'Vars of indeed withour any great confuhon-, I 
doubc whether the world can afford another example of che 
like ttaturaly eafie and ſuddain tranſition of one Government 
into another. Yet ere rwo parts in three of this time be ex» 
pired, men c2n be deſpairing, In what (ſay they) have you 1 
ſhewn us that we mult neceſſarily be a Commonwealth? Why 
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inthis, (ſay 1) that you cannot ſhew me how we ſhould be 
any thing elſe. In what poſture ( ſay they) do we ſee the 
people to give us this hope ? V Vhy in the very beſt (ſay 1) 
that in this fare of Aﬀairs a people {if you contider their hu 
mour or nattire) could have calt themſelves intro, This po- 
fure to returnis thus”, or-at lealt thus I cake ic tobe : The 
Armies of: this Nation by reliiturion of their old Officets, 
are fixed, reſolved upon, and encouraged by the molt active 
part of the people towards the proſecution of the Old Cauſe, 
or introduction of a popular form : rhe framing of this form 
is modeſtly and dutifully defer'd by them unto the civil pow- 
erinthe reſticution of the Long Parhament , in that rem- 
"mant of the ſame which declared for, and obliged themſelves 
unto thisend. . , | 
No putting this tobe the caſezI come to the ſcope of this 
Paper, whick; 1s to diſcourſe upon this pollure ; in which to' 
my underſtandings there are bar three chings hat can inter- 
poſe between us and a Commonwealth , and bur rwo more 
that can interpoſe berween us and an equal Commonwealth, 
The things; that may interpoſe berween us and a Common- 
wealth, are ſuch Monarchy , as can no otherwiſe get up then. 
by forraign Invaſion ; or-Tyranny» whichat the ttrongeſt a- 
mong us was not of any duration and which changing hands* 
muſt {fill be weaker: of theſe rwoxthey being onely poſlible, 
and no whit probable, 1 ſhall fay no more, - Bur the third 
thing which can interpoſe hetween us and a Commonwealth ' 


18 Oligarchy > whichin like caſes hath been more probable: 


and incidental , then I conceive it to be atthe preſent-: ſuch 


a thing if ir be introduced among us » is mo likely to be of' 


thns form, . 

It may conſiſt of a Council not elected by the people, but 
obrraded upon us , /under the Notion of a Senate or a Ba- 
ance, or of Religion ; and it may be ſor life , or for ſome 
certain or pretended term , with'a Duke or Princely Pref 
dent at the head of ir, or withour one. 

The power at which ſuch a Council doth naturally drive, 


is7o call Parliaments, and to govern in the intervals : bur ' 


the ſucceſs of ſuch a Council, will be,tharif incalling Par- 
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laments, it do nor pack them » ic will be _—_ ruined; 
and if it do pack them, then the caſe of ſuch a Wuncel and 
a Parliament will be no otherwiſe different from thecaſe of 
a ſingle perſon and a Parliament, then that more Malters leſs 
able co ſupport their greatneſs,& whoſe greatneſs we ſhall be 
leſs able to ſupport, will be a burden by ſo much more heavy, 
then one Matter more able co ſupport his 'greatneſs, and 
whoſe greatnzſs we ere more able to ſupport. . But this 
will either not be, or be ofno continuance. | ” 

The things that can*ſhrerpoſe berween us and an equi 
Commonywealth,are either a S2nare for Life, or an Opelmacy, 

The ſeventy elders in Iſrael, were a Senate for life ; this 
though conliitutively elefed by the people, became after 
the captiviry, Or inthe Jewiſh Commonnedhh (how anci- 
ently 1s uncertain) meer Oligarchy, by the means of ordina- 
tion ; no man being capable of Mzgiltracy except he were a 
Presbyrer, no man being made a Presbyrer bur by laying on 
of Hands, and the Prince with the Senate engroffes the 
whole power of laying on of Hands, 

Nor were the people thus excluded, and trampled upon 
by the Phariſees under other colour then that of Religion, 
or tradition derived in thr Oral Lav or Cabala from Ao- 
ſer, in whoſe Chair they ſar, and nor only pretended their 
Government to be a government of Saints, but in ſome 
things bade fairer for that citle then others, who aſſumed ir 
afterwards : for that they did miracles, 1s plain in theſe 
words of our Saviour, unto them': If 7 by Beelzebub caſt ont 
Devils, by whom do your children caſt them ont ? therefore they 
ſhall be your judges, Mat. 12. 27. By which Imay believe 
that Miracles themſelves do not in any wiſe oblige us co 
hope that ſuch a ſtate of Government can be Religious or 
koneſt : much leſs, where chere are no miracles, nor any 
ſach certain diſtintion ro be outwardly made berween 8 
Saint and an Hypoorice, as may ſecure us that we ſhall not 
have -Hypocrices impoſed upon us for Saints. The ſure? 
reftimony 6f Saintſhip in rulers, is, when they are willing to 
adi of ſuch orders in Government, as relirain the power 
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to do wickegly, or of lording it over their brethren; 
| { por thEFpauen of the Hi h-prieti, andthe ſeventy El- 
d<rs, :i0i; 9K 900 CMMEU of 1 he Pope ang his levenry Cat- 


Gin (3, pretending] ally un 2. S2uncht,” ; Which nevertheleſs 
is 151 {2 yelded, unto them es they aflume thata Councel 
of i" '1ty 107 lifes 1s a good guard oz the liberty of Cons 
{c1ence. - 


| te next Semate for life, wis that of Lacedemon, conſilling 
ot ' Wo Kia's 1erecutary, and ewenty et ht Senators elettive, 
Th-te- no: wirhilanding they were not cligible bur iy che 
people, :n4d at the 1ixatth year of their age, and by the Ba» 
lince or equal Agrarian ot thut: Commonwealth, could not 
any one of then excel rhe meane:t Cirizen in their lot, or 
ſhares in Lrndy ſo v190;oufly 1rtempted to draw the whole 
reiulc of the Commonweal h unto the uſelves , that if the 
people hadnort iiriven as vigorouſly for the preſervation of 
their rights they h+d heen excluded Yn making their own 
Laws. The expedicht found out by the people in this ext- 
gent, was their election of five annual Magitiraces our of 
their own nu. ber, called the Ephoy:, wich power to trys 
condemn anvexecure any of their Kings or Senators which 
thenceforth ſhould go abour to ſubvert the fundarrencal 
Laws of theit Government, by which i belonged unto the 
Senate to debate and propoſe only, and unto the aflembly of 
the p-ople to reſolve, Without this expedient (which in 
another Commonwealth, nor planred upon 2 like Agrariang 
wouid have availed little, as the Roman people heard after- 
wards by their Tri' unes) had the people af Lacedemonr 
chrough a Senate for-life been deprived of their liber- 
eres. 

The Roman Commonwealth was alſo founded upon a Se- 
nate for life ; which though firſt inflituted by eleCtion of the 
people, came afterwards to be ſuch into which their children 
found other admittance) in ſuch manner as from hence grew 
a Patrician order, ingrofling not only the Senates and exclu- 
ding the people from bearing Maguiſtracy in the Common= 
wealth, bur oppreſſing them alſo by an heavy yoke of Tyran- 
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fiy, which cauſed perpetual fewd between this Senate and 
the People, and in the ed the ruine of the Commonwealth. 
Yet enticled this Nobilicy themſelves unco-theſe preroga- 
tives,no otherwiſe then by ſuch religious rites,as among them 
were believed to confer Saintſhip,and thereby rointitle them 
unto Domunion oveg the people, in which they were alſo 
aided by the Oprinacy, | 

Now examples of a S2nate for Life being of like nature 
and neceflary conſequence; it is my hope and prayer,that ne- 
yer any ſuch be introduced in England. ; 

Bur in caſe of an Oprimacy, a Conmonwealch,though nor 
ad:nicting of a Senate for Lite, may yet be unequal. 

Athens coniilted of a Senate upon annual Rotation ,, yer 
through the Optimacy. which was inflitured by So/ony came 
uncer luch a yoke of the Nobility, as upan victory obtained 
in the batrel of P/atea, they rook the opportunity ro throw 
oft,1nd reduce the Commonwealth unto more equality. 

An Optimacy is introduced, where a people is not only 
dvided by Tribes according to their habirarion ; bur every 
Tribe into Claſſes, according unto their eſtates or diffefenc 
meaſures in tiches ; as if you ſhould calt all that have above 
two thouſand pounds a year into one Claſhs ; all that have 
above one thouſand pounds a year, into another ; all tha 
have above five hundred, into a third ; and ſo forth, for as 
many Claſles as you like ro make. 

Now if in this caſethe firſt and ſecond Claſſes may give 
the ſuffrage of the whole people, as in Rowe ; or that theſe 
only may enjoy the Senate, and all che Magiltracies, though 
but upon Rotation, as in Athens ; yer the peoplezas to theſe 
parts being excluded , the Commonwealth muſt needs re- 
main unequal : wherefore this alſo ought to be forewarneds 
tothe end that it may be prevented. 

To conclude) if we in Exgland can have any Monarchy, 
we ſhall have no Commonwealth ; bur if we can have no 
Monarchy, then bar bur a Senate for Life, and an Optimacy » 
and we mult have an equal Commonwealth. Succefhive Parlt- 
ameats, whether unmediately,or wich Councels in the _ 
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vals, and likeFancies, will be as void of effe&t; as of examples 
Or reaſon. . 

Bur an abundance of things is redious ; we would have 
ſuch a'Commonwealch as may be diftared in a breath. Thug 
chen : Let 4 Senate be conltitured of Three hundred, and a 
Popular Aſſembly of One thouſand and. fifty, each for the 
rerm of three years, and to be annually changed in one third 
part. Butincaſea Commonwealth were thus briefly di- 
ctared, what would this abate of choſe many things which 
mult of neceſſity go unto a like firucture, that ic may be 
equally and methodically brought up froma firm and proper 
foundation ? there is no way of dictating a Commonwealth 
- unto facile pratice, but by the ſeeming difficulty of rhe 
whole circumſtances requiſiteeven to a tictle, Nevertheleſs 
co try again: 'Ler the Lands throughout England be all caſt 
into ſone Pariſh. Let every Pariſh elect-annually a fifth 
Man let every hundred of theſe fifth men,with the places of 
their habitation, con!icuce one hundred; then calt ewenty 
of theſe hundreds into one Tribe or Shire. Putting the calc 
the Tribes or Shices thus {taced amount unto fifty, ler che 
fifch men or Depuries in every Tribe or Shire, elect annual- 
ly two out of their own number, to be Senators for three 
years, and ſeven to be of the aſlembly of the people for a like 
rermy each term obliging unto an equal interval : which 
Senxce being for the firlt year conſlirured of three hundred, 
and the Aſſembly of rhe people of one thouſand and fifty, 
$1ves you thoſe bodies-upon a triennial Rotation, and in 
them the main orders of an equal Commonwealch. If you 
muſthave a Commonwealth , and you will have an equal 
Commonwealth, then (pardon my boldneſs) after this or 
ſome hike manner muſt you do, becauſe like work never. wass 
| Hor can be done any otherwiſe. 


Me 2.1659. F. Harrington. 
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